
Upcoming Book Reveals:
‘False Future’ by Dan Krokos (Aug.19)  
‘Far Dawn’ by Kevin Emerson (Aug.26)
‘The Revenge of Seven’ by Pittacus Lore (Aug.26)
‘The Rule of Thoughts’ by James Dashner (Aug.26)
‘Heir of Fire’ by Sarah J. Maas (Sept.2)
‘Day 21’ by Kass Morgan (Sept.16)
‘The Infinite Sea’ by Rick Yancey (Sept.16)

Into the 
Written 
Word



San Diego Comic Con happened on July 24-27, 2014. 
Over the four days, fans got to  see authors, com-
ic book creators, actors, and much more. They got 
chances to participate in panels and question and 
answer sessions. 

Off-Site SDCC 2014 events:
These events were off-site that created lots of interest. 
Things ranged from events related to Adult Swim to the 
new series Gotham. 

Nerd HQ: 7/23-7/27
Gotham Zipline: 7/24-7/27
Assassin’s Creed Obstacle Course: 7/24-7/27

______________________________________________

A notable special guest is Veronica Roth the author of the 
beststelling series ‘Divergent’ and the companion shorts 
‘Four: A Diverget Collection’. Another guest who is nota-
ble is the author of ‘Legend’ and the upcoming book ‘The 
Young Elites’ Marie Lu. Marie Lu was a panelist in the 
Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature. 

Notable YA fiction book signings include: 
Ann Aguirre: the author of the Razorland series as well as 
the author for ‘Mortal Danger’
Leigh Bardugo: the author of the Grisha Trilogy
Marissa Meyer: the author of the Lunar Chronicles 
Marie Lu: the author of the Legend series (Note: She 
signed ARCs of ‘The Young Elites’ coming out later in the 
2014 year.)
James Dashner: the author of the ‘Maze Runner’ trilogy
Scott Westefeld: the author of ‘Uglies’ 

On July 23, at the Grove in LA, the 
Fierce Reads Summer Blockbuster 
happened. Authors Ann Aguirre, Anna 
Banks, Leigh Bardugo, Marissa Meyer, 
and Anthony Breznican all came togeth-
er for a book signing and discussion. 

Here are some photos of the 
cosplayers at SDCC 2014. 

This cosplayer is Katniss Everdeen from the 
series ‘The Hunger Games’. The series has 
gotten to #1 on the ‘New York Times Best-
seller’ list. Written by Suzanne Collins, it is a 
dystopian trilogy. 

These cosplayers are Elsa, Anna, Hans, and 
Olaf from ‘Frozen’. This movie has achieved 
the highest-grossing animated film and high-
est-grossing 2013 film. 

These two are 
cosplaying as 
Hiccup from 
‘How to Train 
Your Dragon’ 
and ‘How to Tain 
Your Dragon 2’. 



Wren’s Reviews This issue has a review of the third book 
and second book of the Graceling Realm 
series by Kristin Cashore.

‘Bitterblue’ by Kristin Cashore
‘Fire’ by Kristin Cashore 

‘Bitterblue’ by Kristin Cashore

Title: Bitterblue 
Author: Kristin Cashore 
Genre:  Fantasy, Young Adult, Adventure, 
Mystery, Romance 

Premise: The premise of ‘Bitterblue’ 
picks up years after Bitterblue was 
saved by Katsa and Po the main char-
acters of  ‘Graceling’. The young girl 
they picked up now is older, nearing her 
twenties. The others from ‘Graceling’ 
are there too. Po. Raffin. Bann. Giddon. 
And, of course, the Graced fighter Kat-
sa. Bitterblue is forced to pick up the 
pieces of her kingdom after left in the 
ruins after Leck. 

Plot: The plot is amazing. The twists 
keep you on the edge of your toes. Leck 
is weaved into the story. Leck isn’t the 
only person who is dead officially but 
seems alive. His influence is all over 
the book. The book is not only Leck’s 
story, but it’s Bitterblue’s. Bitterblue 
isn’t the stated character. The author 
herself says that it is Leck. She said 
that it was Leck’s story. And it seems 
that way. The story has twists. At-
tacks. Betrayal. Secrets. Saf and Bitter-
blue. Katsa and Po. The sleepy ear kiss 
between Raffin and Bann. Relationships 
not limited to two straight, royals. Peo-
ple who are not royal. And the hints of 
the Dells and Pikkia. The secrets the 
men who support Bitterblue hold. I am 
a bit disappointed with how rushed the 

ending seemed. It seemed like Fire was 
so...conveniently there. But. I don’t mind 
that. Fire is a good character. Her pow-
er made translation possible. The last 
pages, though, made me wonder. 
Who is Leck?

Character Development: Bitterblue is 
an ignorant child in the beginning. She 
turns into this lady. The characters are 
all beautifully written. They have their 
own stories. They all have their own 
reactions. Saf is one of those charac-
ters you hate, but, once you know his 
Grace and see him caring for Bitterblue, 
you absolutely love him. Giddon is a 
character you might hate at the end of 
‘Graceling’. You will love him in ‘Bitter-
blue’, though. 

(Continued on the next page.) 



Problems: My problem with this book 
is the Saf and Bitterblue relationship. I 
mean...it’s adorable. That is true, but it 
seems like Giddon and Bitterblue seems 
better. Just my opinion. I hate how it 
ended. This series definitely needs anoth-
er book! The questions left about Leck. 
Who was he? Was he someone who was 
a psychopath by nature or nurture? Why 
was he controlling? He went to the Dells...
but why did he love it? 

Score: 9/10

Recommended: To the fans of Bitterblue. 
To those interested in Leck. To those 
who love ciphers and codes. To those who 
want to see more Po and Katsa action. Not 
to mention Raffin and Bann (adorabe) and 
hints of Fire from the second book. 

‘Agwwiualyr’ gv s vwoub rou wfi seiv.
‘Bitterblue’ is a story for the ages. 

“I’ll be the thief,” he said, “and you can be 
the liar.”
Pg. 236 ‘Bitterblue’
(The ‘he’ is Saf.)

This is beautiful. Don’t you think so? Amazing. 

Sparks and Saf. I personally 
hate all the pictures of them 
after their...night, but I do 
think they look...sorta cute. 
Doesn’t his tattoo look...like 
an armband? I mean...Po’s 
look awesome! 

This is the cover. I think the 
cover is just...okay. The girl in the 
background cannot be Bitter-
blue. She looks blonde! I do love 
the keys. And the girl’s eye right 
where the key ring is. 



‘Fire’ by Kristin Cashore

Title: Fire
Author: Cristin Cashore
Genre: Young Adult, Fantasy, Adventure, 
Romance, Magic 

Premise: This is a companion to 
‘Graceling’. Interestingly enough, you 
don’t need to read book one of this se-
ries to enjoy, or not enjoy, ‘Fire’. This 
book is set in the Dells. It is about 
a monster human named Fire. And her 
messed-up life. She has this casual 
fling with her friend Archer. She is the 
only monster human. Top it off with 
meeting the prince and the king. Don’t 
forget that she is positively irresistable. 
To practically everyone who doesn’t have 
a guarded mind. 

Plot: The plot isn’t bad. There are its 
good points. Poor Fire as to protect 
herself. Which brings complications in 
itself. I mean...she has to be guard-
ed everywhere she goes. She forms an 
awkward alliance with Brigan and some-
thing shaky with Nash. She helps foil 
plots of killings in the Dells. I do think 
that part was interesting. To me, the 
Fire and Brigan relationship was rushed...
or made just no sense. I mean...there is 
no chemistry. There is more things go-
ing on between Fire and Archer. There 
are pregnancies and casual flings. That 
is definitely a problem in my opinion.  To 
top it off...Fire is pushed to be some 
searcher for the truths about her past. 
Yet...she keeps her own secrets. Hint 
hint. 

Character Development: Let’s start with 
Fire. She seems childish at first. She is 
also very...afraid. Of herself. I can un-
derstand, but she learns to be...proud of 
her abilities. She’s perfectly fine. I hate 
Nash, Archer, and Brigan. Nash is this 
guy who is so...loose. He gets drunk 
often enough. His hands roam. At least, 
he gets better as time go ones. Archer 
is a flirt who gets two girls pregnant. 
Two. The princess. And a soldier. And 
Brigan. He got someone pregnant at six-
teen. Sixteen or so. What...I just can’t 
even describe how terrible that is. 

(Continued on the next page.)



Problems: Where to start? Gah. I don’t know!  The casual flings are 
something annoying to me. They just...kiss and go to a room and then 
disappear. And herbs that stop pregnancy forever? I don’t know if 
that has any possibility! What so ever! I also hate Archer. Flirty and 
annoying. Crazy. Insane. He is this guy who clings to Fire like some 
stalker. Then...add in Brigan. And Nash. Nash can’t keep his hands off 
of Fire. Brigan is someone who...is just tight-lipped. I don’t particu-
larly love him. I don’t think I like any of the characters. Maybe Brig-
an’s daughter. But...he has a daughter! He’s only twenty or so! For 
another thing, we have poor Fire. She can be reckless. And she is 
moody. Moody like crazy. The fact that almost all the characters get 
pregnant or have the fear of that drives me crazy. And this happens 
in all of the books in the series. Kristin Cashore seems to love adding 
that. In this book, it’s in all of it. It’s in each and every chapter or 
so! 

Score: 6/10

Recommended: For those who enjoy magical romances. For those who 
enjoy the idea of a woman who beautiful she gets everyone (I mean, 
everyone) to love her. To those who enjoy a bit of supernatural abili-
ties. 

Mystery man and Fire? Nope. It’s 
Brigandell and Fire! Fire’s hair is gorgeous. I would hate it, 

but she looks so beautiful in this draw-
ing. 

Fire and her fiddle. What is up
with her hair? It looks too pink! I 
admit that the fiddle is a good touch
for her character. She is more human
that way. 



“I would like to read your book of truths.”
Teddy grinned again. “Truths are dangerous,” he said.
“Then why are you writing them in a book?”
“To catch them between the pages,” said Teddy, “and trap them before their disappear.”
“If they’re dangerous, why not let them disappear?”
“Because when truths disappear, they leave behind blank spaces, and that is also dangerous.”
Pg. 173 ‘Bitterblue’

She dreamed that she was walking from rooftop to rooftop in Bitterblue City. She was walking on the castle roof. 
She as walking on the eyes of the parapets of the glass roof of her castle tower, and she could see everything all at 
once, the buildings of her city, the bridges, the people trying to be strong. The sun warmed her, a breeze cooled her, 
and there was no pain, and she wasn’t afraid to be standing at the top of the world.
Pg. 494 ‘Bitterblue’

And why must they both create their worlds by destroying?
Pg. 322 ‘Bitterblue’

“Give me a mathematics problem, would you?” she said to Saf unsteadily.
“Huh?” he said. “You mean like, what’s twelve times twelve?”
She glared at him. “That’s just insulting.”
Pg. 119 ‘Bitterblue’

Quotes: 

Raffin and Bann. This is just cute. I had to 
add it!

Saf and Bitterblue. Not 
my favorite ship. Saf is 
flighty and someone who 
will leave. Which makes 
me wonder if Bitterblue 
will ever see Saf again.  

Giddon and Bitter-
blue.
Tell me a secret, will 
you? 


